Introduced by Council Members Ray, Jones, Yates, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Lockett-Felder, Self, and Shad: 

RESOLUTION 2007-289
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING HONOR AND RECOGNITION FOR RICARDO MORALES, SR., ON THE OCCASION OF HIS PASSING AT THE AGE OF 100; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ricardo Morales was born in Havana, Cuba, on February 1, 1907, over one century ago; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Morales graduated from the University of Havana with a degree in Architecture and one year later, completed his Civil Engineering degree; and 

WHEREAS, in 1934 Mr. Morales founded the Architectural and Engineering firm of “Morales y Castroverde” which prospered and remained active until 1960 when most senior partners left Cuba after the communist “take over”; and

WHEREAS, in 1945, Mr. Morales developed and built the first concrete pipe plant in Cuba, following American standards, which was followed by the building of three ready mix Plants, a fleet of 35 mixer trucks, two block plants, a limestone quarry, and a sakcrete plant, all of which were subsequently confiscated without compensation by the government of Fidel Castro; and

WHEREAS, on Memorial Day of 1960, Mr Morales and his wife Maria Felicia, left Cuba to attend the graduation of their two sons, Ricardo Jr., and Eduardo Jose, from engineering school at Rensselaer Polythenic Institute, in Troy, New York, and never returned to Cuba; and for two years worked as an Engineer with Raymond International in New York city until he joined Houdaille Industries at the company’s headquarters in Buffalo, N. Y.; and in December of 1962, after six months at the company’s headquarters was transferred to the Florida Division here in Jacksonville called the Houdaile-Duval-Wright Company, where he remained in various managerial positions, until his retirement in 1974; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Morales was actively involved in several professional and business organizations here in Jacksonville and was a member of the San Jose Catholic Church, San Jose Country Club and the River Club; and

WHEREAS, as a young man, Mr. Morales was quite an athlete and participated in various international sports competitions. He represented Cuba in the Base Ball Amateur World Series and on the Cuban Davis Cup (tennis) team for close to twenty years, playing against Canada, United States, Mexico, Jamaica, etc., and during those years, he was twice Cuban national singles champion, and seven times national doubles champions with 3 different partners. Here in Jacksonville he limited his athletic activities to Golf at San Jose, where he actively played for over 30 years, and in his lifetime had several holes-in-one; amd 

WHEREAS, when Mr. and Mrs. Morales and left Cuba and came to the United States, they brought their three children, all sons, Ricardo, Jr., Eduardo J., and Jorge F.; and in 1994, Mrs. Morales passed away; and today, the Morales Clan is composed of thirty  members, with three daughters-in-law and eight American born grandchildren and sixteen great-grandchildren, all residing here in Jacksonville; and the family now includes amongst itself many professionals, public spirited members, and one United States District Judge; and

WHEREAS, a mere month after recently turning 100 years old, Mr. Morales passed away; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Jacksonville finds that the legacy, longevity and substance of the life of Ricardo Morales, Sr. are worthy of respect, honor, and recognition; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honor and Recognition.  The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and honors the life and legacy of  Ricardo Morales, Sr., on the occasion of his passing following his 100th birthday, and wishes for his family and friends that his memory be cherished, and that it provide an enduring example for the pursuit of happiness and meaning in life.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

          /s/ Steven E. Rohan________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Steven E. Rohan, Deputy General Counsel
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